
Exciting projects to get involved with...
Inside this edition of London Harmony you will fi nd details of several new Making 
Music initiatives designed to give you and your music-making organisations the 
opportunity to get involved in some exciting and creative new projects:

Take part in the Southbank Centre’s season-long 
“The Bernstein Project”
This is your opportunity to perform at the Southbank Centre and be part of  a large 
scale performance of Mahler’s Second Symphony directed by Marin Alsop - for 
more information turn to pages 4 and 5.

Win a £500 Community Project Award to fund creative 
collaborative music-making activities in your area
Be creative and get involved in the design and implementation of a project to 
encourage participative music-making in your local community.  You will have 
fun, give something back and gain publicity for your music group.  Turn to pages 
6 and 7 for more detail.

Enter an award to gain expert assistance in developing 
membership and audience numbers
Need more members?  Keen to attract a larger/different audience?  Unsure of 
how to go about this?  The winners of these awards will benefi t from Making 
Music’s expert advice and fi nancial assistance to make the project happen.  More 
detail available on pages 8 and 9.

London Harmony is also available in a large print format 
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Looking for a new conductor?
Looking for work as a soloist with a 
Making Music group?
Advertise here!
London Harmony goes out to nearly 300 member reps in London, 
33 borough arts officers, and other supporters.

Rates start at 50p per word for classifieds, with a quarter page costing £25, half 
page £50 and a full page £100.

For more information, contact: londonharmony@makingmusic.org.uk

Welcome to the Spring/Summer edition of 
London Harmony.  In these credit crunched times, 
I find the enjoyment I derive from singing helps 
me to escape the gloom and doom that seems to 
pervade. 

Read on to be cheered by details of interesting and 
innovative projects by Making Music 
members branching out internationally into Europe 
and beyond, as well as success stories from a 
number of different organisations.

And if you’re inspired, then there’s plenty of 
opportunity to get involved.  Making Music has two 
Awards which would provide both financial and 
invaluable expert assistance to the successful 
applicants to enhance their music-making 
activities.  We’ve also teamed up with the 
Southbank Centre to offer members a unique 
opportunity to get involved with their Bernstein 
Project.  Plus, if you have been involved in youth 
music-making (perhaps following on from our 
Youth Matters themed AGM last year), you may be 
interested to read more about Rhythm of London, 
taking place in July.

Good luck with all your endeavours and 
(hopefully) enjoy some summer sunshine!

Choir plans to visit Sierra Leone
A Richmond-based chamber choir, Cantanti Camerati, is planning a visit to the 
west African country Sierra Leone in October. This enterprising project arose 
at the suggestion of a former member who is currently serving as Deputy High 
Commissioner in the territory. She has made contact with the Ballanta Academy 
of Music in Freetown – a charity that currently has only the most basic of 
facilities. Cantanti Camerati hopes to help local music students to pursue their 
art. They plan to give local concerts and visit schools to work with the children. 
In addition the choir are collecting spare sheet music and musical instruments.

Further information may be found on their website 
www.cantantigoestoafrica.info.
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Making Music National Conference 
– ‘Working in Harmony’
Saturday 5 September 2009 
11am-6pm
Leeds College of Music

Working with the Association of British Choral Directors, Making Music’s 
Conference this year will focus on the fundamental relationship between the 
Music Director of an amateur performing group and its managing committee. 
MDs and members of all vocal and instrumental groups employing an MD are 
invited to attend.

Prominent themes will include:
- success stories: setting an example
- appointing an MD and using contracts
- finding the right group to conduct
- exploring different organisational models: from the conductor-founder’s group to 
the committee-run organisation with guest conductors; how to migrate from one 
model to another
- audience development
- balancing artistic aspiration with operational resource

We will be presenting a range of case studies and discussing relevant creative 
opportunities. We are also delighted to welcome Sue Hollingworth to the 
event. Sue is Music Director of Scunthorpe Co-operative Junior Choir, has vast 
experience of conducting both youth and adult choirs to great acclaim, and is an 
inspirational and dynamic speaker. 

Come and share your views, hear about others’ experiences and go home with 
suggestions for what you might do differently. It will be a lively, interactive day. We 
hope you will join us and bring music directors and committee officers to share 
both sides of the discussion fully and get the most out of this event.

Visit www.makingmusic.org.
uk/conference for up-to-date 
information and to download a 
booking form (cost for members 
is £25 if booked by 31 May), or 
contact the Making Music office: 
020 7244 8280. 
There is also a 10% discount 
available if 2 or more people from 
the same group wish to attend.

Rhythm of London
The Mayor of London is delighted to launch Rhythm of London, a campaign to 
promote music education activities and opportunities for young people across 
London.  Led by the Greater London Authority, in partnership with music education 
and community organisations and venues, Rhythm of London aims to enhance 
the profile of the music education opportunities that exist throughout London’s 
boroughs and raise awareness of how young people can learn to play music in 
all its forms.

The celebration will culminate in two days of music-making, each with a distinct 
focus.  Friday 10 July will concentrate on celebrating music in schools and Saturday 
11 July will be a series of public platforms across London to showcase the talents 
of London’s young musicians and Rhythm of London partner organisations.

For further information, please 
go to www.london.gov.uk/
rhythmoflondon  
or email any queries to 
rhythmoflondon@london.gov.uk
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The Bernstein Project and Making 
Music London – September 2009-
July 2010
American conductor and Bernstein student and friend Marin Alsop is the Artistic 
Director for Southbank Centre’s major season-long festival 
devoted to the incomparable inspiration of Leonard Bernstein, 
encompassing concerts, films, lectures and participation events and 
culminating in a performance of Bernstein’s Mass, a monumental work for 
orchestra, choruses including a children’s choir, a Broadway-sized cast (with 
dancers), a marching band and a rock band.

Visit the Southbank Centre’s website for details of all concerts: 
http://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/festivals-series/the-bernstein-project

As part of the long-term relationship between Southbank Centre and 
Making Music we are delighted to announce an opportunity for Making 
Music’s London membership to become involved in what will be an 
extraordinary season-long project. 

Marin Alsop, Artistic Director of The Bernstein Project, would like to 
propose the following challenge: 

“I look forward to hearing from members of Making Music in London 
about the creative ways in which your groups could be inspired by this 
Festival of Bernstein and get involved with our celebration. This could be 
by programming some of Lenny’s music in your coming season, or some 
of the music by the long list of composers he himself championed, such 
as Copland, Mahler, Barber, Shostakovich… You could even be inspired 
by Bernstein the educator and devise special events such as Young 
People’s Concerts – something he championed throughout his amazing 
career.

We will look to find the most inspired and creative ideas and knit them 
into our Festival, meaning that you can be involved with a major event in 
London’s musical calendar.”

Marin Alsop

Marin Alsop

The deadline for entries is 
Friday 26th June
Decisions will be made by 
the end of July
and all groups notified no 
later than 1st August

Photograph courtesy of Grant 
Leighton


